
Dirty petrol problems for EWC Team Eurosport Benelux 
in the 6 hours of Albacete. 

 
The training looked promising. Arno Visscher was fastest driver of the team putting down a 
16th time of his session. The qualification time, however, is based upon the time of all 
drivers, putting the training time of the team on the 31st spot. Although this was a 
disappointment, there would be 6 hours to make up for the setback. Pit stops were trained 
thoroughly, and could be done in 15 seconds. 
 
A hopeful start of the 6 hours of Albacete with Arno Visscher as starting driver ended almost 
in a disaster in the first round. A huge high-sider flung Arno from his bike, but with quick 
reflexes he managed to stay on his bike while injuring his wrist in the process.  
Although with injury, Arno almost completed his session when 45 minutes in the race his 
engine started stuttering. 
 
During a long pit stop the cause was found in a clogged filter in the fuel pump. With a new 
filter, Niggy Schmassmann continued the race. Unfortunately after about 50 minutes the 
engine started to stutter again. And again the filter in the fuel pump was clogged, requiring a 
long pit stop to replace it. Heinz Platacis started as third driver. During his session it became 
clear that we weren’t the only team experiencing these problems. The cause of these problems 
was quickly discovered. A couple of teams including EWS Team Europort Benelux of Rob 
van Eijs bought their gasoline at a local fuel station due to insufficient fuel being available at 
the circuit. This fuel was of poor quality, clogging up the filters of the fuel pump. 
Unfortunately this resulted in changing the filters every pit stop, increasing the duration of the 
stop from the acceptable 15 second to around 7 minutes. 
 
Although the changes of a decent finish time were reduced to none, the race was completed. 
Arno Visscher wasn’t able to drive any more sessions due to his injury. Niggy Schmassmann 
and Heinz Platacis completed the race together resulting in a 33rd place. 
 
The next few weeks we’ll be preparing for the 8 hours of Suzuka on July 29. More 
information follows. 
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